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OPEN LETTER
Dear Dr Hudson 18" June 2011
It has been brought to my attention that at the recent Aerospace Medical Association (AsMA) conference in
Anchorage Alaska 9 - 12 May 2011 you informed delegates that “They (ex pilofs) had coined the term Aerotoxic
Syndrome”.
{ can assure you that neither | nor any other pilot ‘coined’ the term Aerotoxic Syndrome.
| had been seriously ill from around 1989 (when | first fiew the BAe 148) until around 2 years after | had to stop
flying on 30" June 2005 with uncharacteristic ‘chronic stress’ and that | was not prepared ‘to go the extra mile to
get the job done’ - as reported in February 2006 by Professor Bagshaw, Professor of aviation medicine, King's
College, London.

The earliest time | was aware of the term was in June 2006 when | was first advised about Aerotoxic Syndrome -
not by a medic, but by Captain Loraine, then of BA and BALPA.

The term was first credited in a published paper by Dr Christophe Balouet PhD and Professor Chris Winder on 4
- 6 September 2000. | enclose the original paper as confirmation.

| would be most grateful if you could please set the record straight formally with AsMA on this serious
factual error (amongst others in your presentation) - as others may accept as true, what they were told by
you at an internationai professionat forum.

2. In 1994 AsMA recommended that tobacco smoking be banned on all airline flights:

Resolufion 94-2

Whereas: Passive smoking causes passenger and flight aftendant discomfort and is also harmful to health; and

Whereas: Airline passengers have little opportunity fo escape side-stream smoke in airline aircraff, especially
those seated near the smoking secfion; and

Whereas: Flight atfendants are involuntarily exposed to side-stream smoke when working or walking through an
airerait smoking secfion’

| enclose a photograph of a real fume event to iliustrate the issue and regret that long term Cranfield University
failed to “identify the substances in a fume event”, which was recommended be done urgently by the House of
Lords Science and Technology Committee in 2007 and is still not available - at least, not pubfically so.

As a medical doctor, could you please explain the exact difference in harmful health effects between
breathing visible tobacco smoke and visible oil smoke, within a confined chamber?
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Aerotoxic Syndrome is not a ‘belief, as the CAA and others somehow believe.

1 look forward to hearing from you and would welcome the opportunity to highlight other errors in your
presentation, such as hyperventilation being a primary cause of serious neurological symptoms?

Yours sincerely,

(P Ha k.

Chairman Aerotoxic Association
Former BAe 146 Training Captain
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