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Pilots are under increasing pressure due fo the growth in air travel

s

}n this section

L3 Pilots are increasingly suffering from
Julian Tutt fatigue, but doctors are being
reporis pressured to cover up the problem,

according to a leading aviation
medical specialist.

Dr lan Perry, an examiner of pilots for the Civil Aviation
Authority and the Federal Aviation Authority, tells the
BBC's The Airshow that many doctors are grounding
pilots for fatigue, but giving another reason on official
reports.

He admits he himself covers up the extent of the
problem, which could be a factor in plane crashes.

Research shows 70% of crashes are due fo pilot error.

Air experts fear the growing number of long-haul and
package holiday flights and pressure to reduce crewing
levels is putting pilots under extreme pressure.

And a proposal before the European Commission to
allow airlines to set their own maximum limit on flying
time could make things worse.

The British Airlines Pilots' Association wants an eight-
hour flying limit.
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Dr Perry said pressure to cover up the fatigue problem
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came from both pilots and airlines: "if many of my
colleagues were honest, we ground more people for
that problem, buf we don't call it that problem.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/173370.stm
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